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Seeing God’s Presence 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the source of all mercy and the God of all consolation, 

who comforts us in all our sorrows so that 
we can comfort others in their sorrows  

with the consolation we ourselves have received from God. 
                                                             -Lutheran Funeral Service 

 

“A lot of the kids we talked to can’t see past what’s going on today.”  These words were 
part of a report recently given on Baltimore Channel 11 regarding teen suicide.  It seems to 
me that these words apply not only to teens but to adults as well.  I propose that a major 
component in this situation is that so many youth and adults no longer see God as part of 
their lives.  
 

The good news of God’s love for us in Jesus helps us to look beyond what is going on today 
in order to see what I like to call “the bigger picture.”  When we know that God is on this 
journey of life with us, we can look beyond today to see what tomorrow will bring; and we 
can look beyond our own woes to see how we can make a positive difference in the lives 
of others. 
 

Looking beyond today – When I talk about looking beyond our present woes, I am not 
talking about waiting for the day when all things are made new in a place called “heaven.”  
While heaven is certainly something nice for which to look forward, that is not the heart of 
Jesus’ message.  Instead, Jesus brought a message of forgiveness, love, and reconciliation 
in this world.  His actions taught us that caring for one another is an important way of 
moving beyond our own pain. 
 

Sometimes, we just have to pass through the crisis.  I think about the five days that I spent 
at the hospice center with my dying mother.  There was no way to get around those days.  
I needed to put my heart and soul, my prayers and tears into that experience.  But I did so 
with the knowledge that God was present for me through the hugs, phone calls and 
conversations with family and friends, hospice staff, and families of other people who 
were dying in that same place.  God hadn’t abandoned any of us, but was reaching out to 
us and drying our tears. 
 

We all experience times when life gets very, very hard.  From childhood on we struggle 
with loss of relationships, loss of jobs, fear of violence and rejection.  Admittedly, some 
experiences are deeper and longer-lasting than others.  But in them all, Jesus assures us 
that we are not alone and that these days will pass onto a new day when there will be a 
new normal and we will find joy again. 
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Looking beyond ourselves – God’s presence in our lives pulls us 
out of ourselves and places us in the care of one another.  That 
means that each and every one of us are both caregivers and 
care-receivers.  In those roles, we are reminded over and over 
again that we are never alone.  When we feel lost in the 
quagmire of daily living, it is often because we don’t know 
where to turn.  That’s where a caring teacher or coach can 
make all the difference for a teen facing despair.  That’s where 
a friendly smile and a hug on a Sunday morning can keep a 

lonely person from locking themselves away day after day.  A 
listening ear and gentle words of love can help a person see 
hope in place of despair.  The list goes on and on.  Each and 
every one of us is both a caregiver and a care-receiver! 
 

Please don’t hesitate reaching out to someone else in the name 
of Christ….receive the love that is offered to you and pass that 
love on to someone else so they will know Christ’s presence in 
their pain.                           Pastor Martha 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Being the Church 
 

"Pokémon GO" Okay there I said it.  My iPhone in hand, I have 
joined the ranks of people wandering the streets in search of 
Pidgeys, Rattatas and Weedles.  I am extremely fortunate that 
my office is next to a Pokémon Stop which means that every 5 
minutes I can pick up additional "Poké Balls" which are needed 
to capture the aforementioned critters.  Grace Lutheran, like 
many other churches, is a "PokéStop" where gamers can stop 
to get additional supplies in order to keep playing the game.  
On a recent Sunday as people were coming to worship it was 
reported that gamers were wandering through our parking lot 
in search of critters to capture.  Driving down a street requires 
you to keep alert; not to children chasing after stray balls but 
gamers chasing down a Pokémon.  No doubt this gaming 
phenomena will soon pass; gamers of every age will wander 
back to their couches and favorite chairs and once again isolate 
themselves.  But in the midst of this interesting summer event, 
I have observed some interesting things about the Church. 
 

When Pokémon GO hit the news there instantly arose a 
conversation among church leaders as to how the church might 
take advantage of what was happening.  Some churches put 
signs out announcing that gamers were welcome.  Other 
churches were putting out stands with pamphlets about their 
congregation.  Still some talked about having greeters standing 
outside the church, waiting to greet people.  The conversation 
began to sound as if a secondary church game was being 
developed "Capture the Pokémon Player."  The trouble is that 
these ideas reflect the desperation we are feeling in the loss of 
membership and relevancy.  What disturbs me is that many of 
the ideas being shared were about membership recruitment 
and institutional survival.  The message of the gospel is nearly 
lost in the church conversations that are coming about because 
of this game.   
 

Is the goal of the Church to have increased membership that 
will hopefully result in larger revenue streams for the purpose 
of funding programming? Institutionally speaking, the answer is 
yes.  In thirty plus years of ministry I have watched the painful 
 

decline of the institutional church.  Fewer and fewer people 
come to church and a greater percentage of those who do 
come are contributing ever decreasing percentages of their 
available income to support the financial well-being of these 
communities of faith.  However, if all we are attempting to do 
is maintain the viability of an institution then let's quit right 
now and put an end to such a miserable goal.   
 

The Church is the body of Christ in the world.  We exist to make 
real the love of God as it has been revealed in the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  We are the people of God 
who are called to bring healing to a broken world.  We are 
called by our lives and the combined efforts of our community 
of faith to make a difference in the world and in our 
community.  Our participation in a community of faith is not 
about being served, rather it is in part about finding expression 
for living out God's love.  A Church is also a place where we can 
come for healing and perspective because, as we are all 
discovering, the world is an increasingly difficult place to live 
out our faith.  Worship is where we encounter the Divine in the 
hearing of God's word, the sharing of a Holy meal and in music, 
all of which can inspire, challenge and reinforce who we are 
and what our lives are to be about.   
 

I would hope that when “Pokémon GO” players draw near to us 
they will discover more than a building where they can pick up 
'Poké Balls' or snag a Pokémon.  I would hope that they will see 
more than cute or clever signs of welcome.  I would hope that 
what they will find is a community of faith dedicated to 
revealing the love of God to a broken world.  I would rather 
people learn that we are indeed a place where the love of God 
is being lived out.  How great it would be that as people 
approach our church, for whatever reason, they will discover 
that 'thin place' where the presence of God is sensed and the 
sacred work of the Creator is evident.  We are not called to be 
an institution.  We are called to be the very presence of God in 
the world; so let us act accordingly. 
                 Peace, Pastor Kevin 
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Heifer International 
 

As of July 25, 2016, 
the balance of the Heifer 

International Fund is $3,770.40.

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

****************** 
 
 
 
 

Celebrating God’s Call to Us on September 11 
 

This year, September 11 marks the 15
th

 anniversary of the attack on our country by terrorists.  So much has happened in these  
15 years.  We know that as Christians our responsibility as Christ’s witnesses and servants is so very important.  On Sunday,  
September 11, Grace will provide the framework for us to serve and witness to God’s continuing love and care. 
 

Please plan to participate in as much of this busy day as you can! 
 

All Grace Worship Service   10:00 a.m. 
 Rally Day gathers us back together after the scattering of summer!  
 Join us for worship as we celebrate God’s loving presence among us. 
 

God’s Work Our Hands Service Projects   11:00 a.m.  Starting in Grace Hall 

 We will serve in teams making school kits, personal care kits and baby kits  
     to be distributed through Lutheran World Relief. 

 

Lunch   12:00 Noon 
 Fellowship Committee will provide a light lunch so that we can continue enjoying 
      our time together.  A free will offering will be taken to cover the cost of the lunch. 
 

Labyrinth   Grace Hall from 5:00 – 6:30 p.m. and 7:15 – 8:00 p.m. 
 Walking the Labyrinth reminds us that we are in God’s presence and care. 

You can walk the labyrinth or sit in the quiet of Grace Hall for prayer and reflection. 
 

Quiet Worship Service   6:30 – 7:15 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
Quiet Worship combines music, scripture, reflection and prayer in a way that gives us a chance to unwind and hear God’s 
Word speaking to us.  In this service we will remember those who died on September 11 and throughout these 15 years as 
well as give thanks for the people who work to keep us safe every day.  We especially welcome first responders and/or their 
loved ones to join us for this worship service.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Grace Lutheran Church is a 
Stephen Ministry 

Congregation 
 

CHRIST SERVING PEOPLE 

THROUGH PEOPLE 
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Staff Changes at Grace 
 

This summer is a time of transition in a few of the staff positions here at Grace.   
 

Membership and Financial Associate (was Secretary) – Sheilah, Jeff and Indi Keefer are moving to the state of Indiana where Jeff 
has been transferred by his employer.  We will miss the Keefer family here at Grace and wish them well in their new home.  The 
Personnel Committee is now searching for a new person to fill the position of Membership and Financial Associate.  It is a 40 hour a 
week position that requires computer skills as well as other secretarial skills.  This person maintains all of the church records, pays 
the bills, and oversees the technology needs of our church.  Applications are currently being received for this position. 
 

Facilities and Technology Manager – Charles Crown is no longer serving in this position.  We wish Charles well as he goes on to 
other endeavors.  After Charles left the position at Grace, it was decided to consolidate this position into existing positions.  The 
responsibilities have been rolled into the positions of Sexton and Membership and Financial Associate.  This opportunity allows us to 
slightly increase the financial support for the other two staff positions while also decreasing the budget. 
 

Sexton – We are happy to announce that Ronnie Wentz has accepted increased responsibility and now oversees the facilities here at 
Grace.  Ronnie supervises the custodians (as he has been doing for several years now), works with the Property Committee in 
planning future projects, and sees that the buildings and grounds are maintained and in good order.  It’s a big job, so we are grateful 
for Ronnie’s experience and commitment to Grace! 
 

In his new role, we’d like to re-introduce you to our Sexton, Ronnie Wentz: 
 

Hi! My name is Ronnie Wentz. My face is probably familiar to you since I have worked here at Grace for nine years.  
 

You may think of me only as the guy who unlocks the doors and makes the coffee on Sunday mornings. My job title is Sexton, 
which by definition means “a caretaker of a church, its contents, and property.” I am basically responsible for the maintenance, 
custodial care and security of Grace Lutheran Church. Yes, all of it, 24/7, 365, no matter the weather. All of the Fire Codes, 
Health Department regulations, City of Westminster regulations are for me to be sure are followed. 
 

I was born here in Carroll County, a half century ago, and have lived my whole life in the central and northern areas of this 
county. Last October I completed my High School Diploma and am now a proud owl! 
 

The Washington Redskins are my football team, the O’s for baseball. I have the shortest commute of all the staff – 100 steps; 
that crosswalk can be dangerous on foggy mornings! After work you may find me on the front porch with Sydney, our cocker 
spaniel, BBQ-ing, working in the yard, or planning next year’s train garden. 
 

Now then, enough about me.  Here is what would help me, the Sexton, greatly. If you see something in need of repair, please 
tell a staff member, they will pass the message on to me. If you see, or inadvertently make, a mess clean it up just like you 
would at home. I NEED folks to help set up/break down Grace Hall for the events and activities we all enjoy. You don’t need to 
be a weight lifter to help! And lastly, snow removal. Obviously we need to be able to safely get to and get into church during 
snow storms. But did you know that the City of Westminster requires all sidewalks to be cleared 24 hours after the storm ends? 
Our property is on a corner, so there is a lot of sidewalk. That is the back story to my nickname of “The Human Snowblower.” 
Seems strange to mention snow in August but if you are a fan of snow, please come and help out. 
 

I look forward to continue serving here at Grace Lutheran as the Sexton. 
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____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION, YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES 
by Leanne Elliott 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is soon time to head back to school. Maybe you are starting a new school or maybe you’re beginning the last year at your school? 
It doesn’t matter what year you are when it comes to school or even life. We all feel like a mess sometimes! 6

th
 through 12

th
 graders 

are invited to come hang out at Trinity Lutheran Church on Deer Park Road on Friday August 26 from 2:00-6:00 p.m. to play (new) 
messy games and talk about how God still uses us despite our messiness! It’s a great way to have one last hurrah and be prepared 
for another year of homework, tests, projects, and growing! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Historical Society Box Lunch Talks 
 

The Historical Society of Carroll County (www.hsccmd.org) holds monthly Box Lunch Talks (BLT) for the 
community to attend.  These talks are held on the third Tuesday of every month at Grace Lutheran 
Church in Grace Hall at 12 Noon.  (The information below is taken directly from the Historical Society’s 
information brochure.) 
 

The August topic will be “Carroll’s Lost One- and Two-Room Schools.”  By the late 19
th

 century, little 
schoolhouses dotted the Carroll countryside every few miles. Mimi Ashcroft will explore where they were 
located, what has become of them, and what was taught. She’ll also include amusing and enlightening 

memories of former teachers and students collected many years ago by historian Joan Prall. 
 

Participating is inexpensive and easy! Parking is free on the Carroll Street parking lot. Please enter the building through Entrance #2 
(double glass doors) on Carroll Street. Attendees are asked to bring their lunch and will enjoy a small selection of beverages and 
desserts provided by Society volunteers. Please check in when you arrive!  Admission is $3 for Historical Society members and $7 for 
non-members.  Everyone is welcome to attend! 
 
 

****************** 
 
 

Job Opening – Financial and Membership Associate 
 

Grace Lutheran Church is currently searching for a Financial and Membership Associate (formerly Secretary). Letters 
of interest, accompanied by a resume may be sent to mclementson@gracelc.org.  Please include references and 
desired compensation.  
 

This is a 40 hour per week office position focusing on maintaining the membership records, paying bills, working 
with church committees and staff in the ordering of supplies, relating to contracts, responding to technology issues 
and participating in office functions.     
 

Skills needed include:  Understanding and appreciation for the work of a church office; strong organizational skills; a 
pleasant disposition and friendly way with people; familiarity with and/or ability to quickly learn Quick Books and other computer 
programs; experience in technology allowing one to do basic functions and troubleshooting as well as knowing when to call on 
others; willingness to take direction and desire to work on a team. 
 

Health insurance and pension are not included in this position.  However, vacation and sick days are included.  Having an enjoyable 
working atmosphere is a great benefit for whoever fills this position.  Being part of a strong working team is a high value for this and 
all positions on our church staff.    
 
  

http://www.hsccmd.org/
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From Westminster to West Baltimore 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This summer members of Grace Lutheran Church in Westminster partnered with Bon Secours Hospital in West Baltimore to build a 
Hoop House.   Far more than an inpatient hospital, Bon Secours is committed to participating in the strengthening of the community 
in West Baltimore.  At the corner of Fayette and Fulton Streets, directly across from the Community Center, a vacant lot now owned 
by the hospital has been turned into a community garden.  It also is now home to a large Hoop House in which community gardeners 
can enjoy an extended growing season.  
 

The Mission Team of Grace Lutheran Church in Westminster, Maryland was looking for a place to go after multi-year work in 
Crisfield, New Jersey was completed last summer.  A congregation member serves on the Board of Bon Secours Baltimore 
Foundation.  Connections were made and we found ourselves building a hoop house! 
 

A highlight of the four-day mission experience was the partnership created when the Community Clean and Green Team showed up 
to help.  The people on the Clean and Green Team are a combination of staff and trainees who move around the community 
cleaning up properties going through transitions.  They help to create new park-like settings in the midst of urban buildings.  The 
church members and Clean and Green Team members worked alongside urban farmer-engineers from Big City Farms.  Some of the 
neighborhood children even got involved!  Davion Addison, 8, told the Carroll County Times, “I saw they were building a new thing in 
my neighborhood and I wanted to help.”  The whole project was coordinated by a staff member from Bon Secours.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The next step is to involve local people in planting and growing vegetables and other produce.  The long term plan is that the food 
grown in the hoop house will be sold to local residents at an affordable price.  Members of the community who stopped by to talk 
during the building process expressed their delight that fresh produce would be available in a place where grocery stores are rare.  
For the people of Grace, this was a wonderful experience of partnership with community groups in West Baltimore.  We look 
forward to opportunities in the future where we can be of help. 
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Little Friends of Grace Preschool News 
by Anita Erb, Director 

 

Registration 
We are still accepting registrations for the 2016/2017 school year.  We currently have 97 children registered, 
which is six more than last year at this time.  Both of our MWF 3’s classes are full as well as our M-TH/F pre-K 
class; we would love a few more two-year old children.  Please call the preschool office for more information. 
 

Preschool Reopens Soon 
The preschool staff will begin on August 22 with the students returning on September 6.  New parent orientation 
will be on August 30 at 6:30 p.m.  We will also have open houses for the students and their families on August 31 
and September 1 from 9:00-10:00 a.m. 

 
 

****************** 
 
 

Traditional Music Notes 
by Ted Dix, Director 

Organist and Director of Traditional Music and Music Ministry Development   
 

In this summer issue of Grace Notes I would like to share with you some quotes about music, both inspiring and humorous, by 
Martin Luther. 
 

“Beautiful music is the art of the prophets that can calm the agitations of the soul; it is one of the most magnificent and 
delightful presents God has given us.”  
 

“Next to the Word of God, music deserves the highest praise. The gift of language combined with the gift of song was given to 
man that he should proclaim the Word of God through Music.”  
 

“My heart, which is so full to overflowing, has often been solaced and refreshed by music when sick and weary.” 
 

“The devil, the originator of sorrowful anxieties and restless troubles, flees before the sound of music almost as much as before 
the Word of God….Music is a gift and grace of God, not an invention of men. Thus it drives out the devil and makes people 
cheerful. Then one forgets all wrath, impurity, and other devices.” 
 

“A person who…does not regard music as a marvelous creation of God, must be a clodhopper indeed and does not deserve to be 
called a human being; he should be permitted to hear nothing but the braying of asses and the grunting of hogs.”  
 

“As long as we live there is never enough singing.”  
 

“Next to theology I give music the highest place of honor.”  
 

“I have no pleasure in any man who despises music. It is no invention of ours: it is a gift of God. I place it next to theology. Satan 
hates music: he knows how it drives the evil spirit out of us. Who has skill in the art of music is of good temperament and fitted 
for all things.”  

 

Please continue to look for many special music offerings this summer. Your continued support of our music ministry is greatly 
appreciated! 
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Women's Weekend Away – October 7-9, 2016 – Ocean City, Maryland 
 

Women....You are invited to join in a relaxing and renewing weekend away this fall. The 
weekend includes lots of time to make new friends, conversation led by Pastor Martha on 
a topic of interest (to be announced soon), lots of great food, devotions on the beach, and 
much, much more. 
 

This year, we are offering the option of participating in the program while staying 
elsewhere at housing that you arrange on your own. 
 

The cost of the weekend is $50 per person ($20 if you are staying elsewhere). Registration 
is now underway. Registration materials can be obtained at the Table in the Upper 
Gathering Space or in the back of the Sanctuary. 
 
 
 

****************** 
 
 
 

MENT To Design 
By Miles Taylor 

 

Miles Taylor is the creator of MENT To Design. He is experienced in computer graphics and photography. With these skills he 
produces a verity of projects, some of which are landscapes, cityscapes, and detailed abstract photos and is always looking for 
something unique and beautiful to add to his portfolio.  
 

His interest for art began when he was a young boy but it was in high school when he started to develop a passion for visual arts. He 
is now pursuing an Associate’s Degree in computer graphics at Carroll Community College where he has taken skills he has learned 
to develop some of the photos and projects which you see here on display. He travels around with his dad to different places where 
he uses his camera to captures things of interest that he uses in his final graphic projects. 
 

His favorite artist is a Chinese painter named Hua Tunan. Hua is an objective abstract painter and Miles tries to incorporate some of 
Hua’s ideas into his own work. He does this by taking an ordinary picture and then downloading it to his computer and creating an 
abstract. 
 

Miles is always experimenting with new ideas to incorporate into his graphic design creations. And with the startup of MENT To 
Design he will become more experienced in his work. 
 

Here at Grace we are delighted to enjoy some of Miles’ work. Please visit the Grace Gallery in the Upper Gathering Space 
beginning in August where Miles’ work will be on display. 
 
 
 
 

****************** 
 
 
 
 

Summer Financial Support is Needed 
 

It’s summer….while many of us are enjoying time away and a variety of activities, the church keeps on 
serving its members and community. Staff members still need to be paid; the mortgage needs to be paid 
on time; the wider church still needs our support; and of course, all the utility companies want to be 
paid! So, please help us by giving your financial support regularly through these summer months!!! 
 

Offerings can be given online and via electronic offering plates (credit card kiosk) in the Upper Gathering 
Space and Sanctuary. If you’d like to arrange for your offerings to be automatically withdrawn from your 
checking or savings account, please contact Grace’s Bookkeeper, Angela Procario, on a Monday or 
Tuesday in the church office. 

 

The faithful financial support of each and every member is vital to the well-being of our congregation. 
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Thank You Notes Received 
 

From a Member of Grace 
Dear Grace Family, 
 

Thank you very much for the beautiful towel graduation gift. And thank you also for the support throughout the years of my 
seminary study. 
 

Shalom, 
Laura Heller 
 
 

The Shepherd’s Staff 
 

Thank you very much for your March, April, May and June donations totaling $4,333.48 to The Shepherd’s Staff.  We are working 
hard to provide financial assistance to those who are facing eviction and electricity/water turnoffs and needed prescription 
medication, as well as to provide basic everyday essentials of personal care and household items through our various programs.  We 
very much appreciate your thoughtfulness, generosity and continued support to The Shepherd’s Staff as we work with individuals 
and families to improve their lives.   
 

Sincerely, Brenda Meadows, Executive Director. 
 

Personal note from Brenda:  How can we thank you!  We’re doing God’s work together!  Allelujah!! 
 
 
 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

Thank you for your recent gift of $732.83 in support of the many ministries of the ELCA.  Your gift represents  light in the darkness, 
and your voice is one of many that, together, are called to the ministry of the church.  
 

Together, we are inspiring our congregations, supporting new leaders, engaging young people in the life of this church, sharing the 
good news of Jesus with others and caring for those living with hunger, injustice and poverty. 
 

Together as the ELCA, we do more than we ever could do alone – God’s work in the world.  We do more because of you, and so we 
thank you for your support and participation.  Your generosity is appreciated and is making a difference.   
 

In Christ,  
Christina Jackson-Skelton  
Executive Director, Mission Advancement 
 
 
 

Church World Service 
Dear Friends,  
 

Thank you for your generous contribution to the work of Church World Service – which we appreciate more than ever in these 
challenging times.  Your compassionate support is helping impoverished communities to develop clean and reliable water sources, 
teach poor farmers sustainable ways to create food security and provide food, water, shelter and other necessities to families 
struggling to rebuild their lives and livelihoods, after natural disasters and civil conflict.   
 

I have seen both the resilience and the resolve of the women, men and children we assist.  And I have been deeply moved by the 
generosity of people like you, who give hope and opportunity to people in need, here in the U.S. and around the world.   
 

May God bless you for your kindness, 
Rev. John L. McCullough 
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More Thank You Notes Received 
 

Lutheran World Relief 
 

We recently received your gift of $500.00 to Lutheran World Relief.  Thank you!  I’d like to share a story of the great work your gift 
will support.  
 

Dugar Lumbagaol is a 62-year old father of five and a coffee farmer in Indonesia.  For many years he makes a meager living trading 
rice before he decided to grow coffee instead.  Even still, he didn’t think coffee would provide enough income to support his family.  
But because of gifts like yours, he and other farmers have found much success.  Working as a cooperative, Dugar and others have 
participated in trainings on how to grow good quality coffee and increase their yields.  They also have access to a “farmer field 
school” where they can observe new agricultural methods before trying them on their own farms.  This support has made a world of 
difference to Dugar and the farmers in his cooperative.  Because of his newly acquired skills, he’s improved both his coffee quality 
and yield and is earning more income.   
 

That’s just one example of how your gift changes lives around the world.  On behalf of LWR, our partners and those we serve, please 
accept my thanks for your generous support and partnership.  May God bless you! 
 

Warm Regards,  
Daniel V. Speckhard 
President and CEO  
 
 
 

Compassion International 
 

We are so grateful for your heart of compassion for children living in poverty!  Caring friends like you make it possible for our church 
partners around the world to provide life-changing care for children in need.  You are giving children a reason to hope – and a reason 
to believe in a brighter future!  We pray that your partnership with Compassion is a source of joy for you, as we transform lives 
together in the name of Jesus.   
 

With gratitude,  
Compassion International 
 
 
 

Letter from Waranya Tadee (Grace Lutheran’s Sponsored Compassion International Child) 
 

4/7/2016  Dear Friends, Hello!  How are you and how is your family? I hope that everyone in your family is dong well.  My family and 
I are fine.  I’m very glad to get to write this letter to you because I’ve many things to share with you.  Now, my school is close for 
summer holiday.  I’m staying home and help my parent dong the housework then, I’ll read books.  I like reading cartoons, and Engish 
book to help develop my knowledge.  Do you like reading? What type of book do you normally read?  Recently, I’ve went to be with 
my mom in Mae Sariang because she’s living there alone and I’m worry about her.  So, I went to live with her.  She’s working in Mae 
Sariang many months now.  She earns income to support me in school.  The project had given a water filter for all children in the 
project to be able to have good clean water to drink.  I’m very glad and very appreciated their help.  On April 2, the project have an 
Easter day celebration.  My friends and I have heard about the story of Easter and received some eggs to eat with rice too.  Last, 
please help pray for my studying and pray for my parent’s work as well.  May God bless you and your family with good health, good 
body, and good wisdom.  Love in Christ, Waranya Tadee 
 

(Letter is typed as written by Waranya Tadee)  
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August Calendar of Events 
 

MONDAY, AUGUST 1, 2016 

6:00 pm  Cub Scouts Pack 393 (Various) 

7:00 pm  Boy Scouts Troop 393 (Legacy) 

7:00 pm  Stephen Ministry Meeting (108) 

8:30 pm  AA Meeting (109/110) 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 2, 2016 

12:00 pm  Table of Grace Soup Kitchen (FH, T) 

7:00 pm  Property Committee Meeting (108) 

7:00 pm  Youth & Family Ministries Meeting (112) 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 3, 2016 

5:00 pm  TOPS Weight Loss Club (111) 

7:30 pm  Praise Band/Singers Practice (GH) 

7:30 pm  Men’s Bible Study (Johansson’s) 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 4, 2016 

5:00 pm  Ardent Folk Bible Conversation (UGS) 

6:00 pm  Ardent Folk Weekly Meal (FH/T) 

6:45 pm  Trudging the Road AA Group (109/110) 

7:00 pm  Ardent Folk Debriefing (L) 

7:30 pm  New Beginnings NA Meeting (Legacy - 101A/B)  

FRIDAY, AUGUST 5, 2016 

6:30 am  Men’s Breakfast & Bible Conversation (Bob Evans) 

8:00 pm  Turning Point AA Meeting (109/110)  
SATURDAY, AUGUST 6, 2016 

5:00 pm  Fair Trade Coffee Sale (LGS) 

5:00 pm  Traditional Worship (S) 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 7, 2016 

7:30 am  Fair Trade Coffee Sale (LGS) 

7:45 am  Traditional Worship (S) 

9:00 am  Praise Worship (GH) 

10:30 am  Traditional Worship (S) 

5:00 pm  Food & Faith Diners (FH, T)  
MONDAY, AUGUST 8, 2016 

6:00 pm  Cub Scouts Pack 393 (Various) 

7:00 pm  Boy Scouts Troop 393 (Legacy) 

8:30 pm  AA Meeting (109/110) 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 9, 2016 

12:00 pm  Table of Grace Soup Kitchen (FH, T) 

7:00 pm  Prayer Shawl Ministry (L)  
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10, 2016 

5:00 pm  TOPS Weight Loss Club (111) 

6:30 pm  Adult Education Committee (Lent videos) (L) 

7:00 pm  Senior Pastor Review (108) 

7:30 pm  Praise Band/Singers Practice (GH) 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 11, 2016 

1:30 pm  Thursday Book Club (LGS)  
5:00 pm  Ardent Folk Bible Conversation (UGS) 

6:00 pm  Ardent Folk Weekly Meal (FH/T) 

6:45 pm  Trudging the Road AA Group (109/110) 

7:00 pm  Ardent Folk Debriefing (L) 

7:00 pm  Finance Committee Meeting (112) 

7:00 pm  Thursday Book Club (LGS) 

7:30 pm  New Beginnings NA Meeting (Legacy - 101A/B)  

FRIDAY, AUGUST 12, 2016 

6:30 am  Men’s Breakfast & Bible Conversation (Bob Evans) 

5:30 pm  Frederick Keys Baseball Game (Carroll Street Lot)  
8:00 pm  Turning Point AA Meeting (109/110) 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 13, 2016 

8:30 am  Stephen Ministry Training Event (108) 

5:00 pm  Traditional Worship (S) 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 14, 2016 

7:45 am  Traditional Worship (S) 

9:00 am  Praise Worship (GH) 

10:30 am  Traditional Worship (S) 

MONDAY, AUGUST 15, 2016  

6:00 pm  Cub Scouts Pack 393 (Various) 

7:00 pm  Boy Scouts Troop 393 (Legacy) 

8:30 pm  AA Meeting (109/110) 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 16, 2016 

12:00 pm  Historical Society Box Lunch Talk (GH) 

12:00 pm  Table of Grace Soup Kitchen (FH, T) 

7:00 pm  Christian Education Meeting (107) 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 17, 2016 

5:00 pm  TOPS Weight Loss Club (111) 

7:30 pm  Praise Band/Singers Practice (GH) 

7:30 pm  Men’s Bible Study (Johansson’s) 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 18, 2016 

5:00 pm  Ardent Folk Bible Conversation (UGS) 

6:00 pm  Ardent Folk Weekly Meal (FH/T) 

6:45 pm  Trudging the Road AA Group (109/110) 

7:00 pm  Ardent Folk Debriefing (L) 

7:30 pm  New Beginnings NA Meeting (Legacy - 101A/B)  

FRIDAY, AUGUST 19, 2016 

6:30 am  Men’s Breakfast & Bible Conversation (Bob Evans) 

8:00 pm  Turning Point AA Meeting (109/110) 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 20, 2016 

8:30 am  Red Cross Adult & Pediatric FA/CPR/AED (109/110) 

10:00 am  Worship & Music Committee (Parlor) 

5:00 pm  Traditional Worship (S) 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 21, 2016  

7:45 am  Traditional Worship (S) 

9:00 am  Praise Worship (GH) 

10:30 am  Traditional Worship (S) 

2:00 pm  Boomers Crab Fest (Babylon’s Home)  

MONDAY, AUGUST 22, 2016 

6:00 pm  Cub Scouts Pack 393 (Various) 

7:00 pm  Boy Scouts Troop 393 (Legacy) 

8:30 pm  AA Meeting (109/110) 

 

(CLV) Carroll Lutheran Village (FH) Fellowship Hall (T) Theater 
(S) Sanctuary (GH) Grace Hall (UGS) Upper Gathering Space 
(LGS) Lower Gathering Space (MR) Music Room (L) Library 
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August Calendar of Events (continued) 
 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 23, 2016 

12:00 pm  Table of Grace Soup Kitchen (FH, T) 

7:00 pm  Prayer Shawl Ministry (L) 

7:00 pm  Shepherd’s Staff Board Meeting (108) 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24, 2016 

5:00 pm  TOPS Weight Loss Club (111) 

6:30 pm  Contemporary Worship Conversation (FH) 

8:00 pm  Praise Band/Singers Practice (GH) 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 25, 2016 

1:30 pm  Thursday Book Club (LGS)  
5:00 pm  Ardent Folk Bible Conversation (UGS) 

6:00 pm  Ardent Folk Weekly Meal (FH/T) 

6:45 pm  Trudging the Road AA Group (109/110) 

7:00 pm  Ardent Folk Debriefing (L) 

7:00 pm  Thursday Book Club (LGS) 

7:30 pm  New Beginnings NA Meeting (Legacy - 101A/B)  

FRIDAY, AUGUST 26, 2016 

6:30 am  Men’s Breakfast & Bible Conversation (Bob Evans) 
2:00 pm  Messtival (Trinity Lutheran Church – Deer Park) 
8:00 pm  Turning Point AA Meeting (109/110) 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 27, 2016 

5:00 pm  Traditional Worship (S) 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 28, 2016 

7:45 am  Traditional Worship (S)   

9:00 am  Praise Worship (GH)  

10:30 am  Traditional Worship (S) 

MONDAY, AUGUST 29, 2016 

6:00 pm  Cub Scouts Pack 393 (Various) 

7:00 pm  Boy Scouts Troop 393 (Legacy) 

8:30 pm  AA Meeting (109/110) 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 30, 2016 

12:00 pm  Table of Grace Soup Kitchen (FH, T) 

6:30 pm  LFOG New Parent Orientation (GH) 

7:00 pm  Evangelism Committee (107)   

7:30 pm  Troop 393 Committee Meeting (109/110) 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31, 2016 

5:00 pm  TOPS Weight Loss Club (111) 

5:30 pm  Faith Talk for Women (Johansson’s)  
7:30 pm  Praise Band/Singers Practice (GH) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Personal Notes 
 

 

Baptized: 
 

6/12/16 – Luca David Comegna (son of Jason and Becky Comegna) 
7/10/16 – Zachary Bryant Melville (son of Paul Melville and Lisa Winders) 
 
 

In Memoriam: 
We would like to express our condolences to the following families who lost a loved one recently:  
 

  Family of Madeline Hahn – May 28, 2016 
  Gloria Bair on the death of her mother 
 
  

(CLV) Carroll Lutheran Village (FH) Fellowship Hall (T) Theater 
(S) Sanctuary (GH) Grace Hall (UGS) Upper Gathering Space 
(LGS) Lower Gathering Space (MR) Music Room (L) Library 
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August Altar Guild 
 

SANCTUARY 
Barbara Croft 

 
 

GRACE HALL 
Nancy Suder 

 
 

 

August Worship Leaders & Assistants 
 
 

AUGUST 6-7, 2016 
5:00 p.m. – Kay Betz 
7:45 a.m. – Nancy Brody 
9:00 a.m. – Michele Krichinsky 
Communion Assistants:  Mark Tanzey, Kathryn Lienhard, Tyler Snyder, Junior Zepp, Eileen Zepp 
Ushers:  Randy Bachtel, Dave Hoff, Sandy Hoff, Haden Hoff 
10:30 a.m. – Florence Tucker 
Element Bearers – 9:00 a.m. – Eva & Trey Zavandro 
 
 
 

AUGUST 13-14, 2016 
5:00 p.m. – Elizabeth Phipps 
7:45 a.m. – Kathy Bare 
9:00 a.m. – Craig Giles 
Communion Assistants:  Dottie Morano, Pete Morano, Rich Chaney, Craig Giles, Dena Hodges 
Ushers:  Jeff Barnes, Adam Barnes, Ben Dorsey, Rick or Tanya Dorsey 
10:30 a.m. – Bob Lichtfuss 
Element Bearers – 9:00 a.m. – Michael & Henry Vadder 
 
 
 

AUGUST 20-21, 2016 
5:00 p.m. – Carol Ann Bauman & Arthur Pease 
7:45 a.m. – Dena Hodges 
9:00 a.m. – Ron Fairchild 
Communion Assistants:  Chuck Lowman, Tammy Lowman, Donna Kent, Laura Heller, Pete Tabatsko 
Ushers:  Don Meyers, Beth Meyers, Clayton Nixon, Mary Nixon 
10:30 a.m. – Rich Schuster 
Element Bearer – 9:00 a.m. – Brooke Buscemi 
 
 
 

AUGUST 27-28, 2016 
5:00 p.m. – Kay Betz, Reader: Meg McCulloch 
7:45 a.m. – Steve Blades 
9:00 a.m. – Kayla Sherfey 
Communion Assistants:  Leanne Elliott, Ann Gilbert, Karyn Baust, Steve Crews, Tyler Snyder 
Ushers:  Don Hodges, Dena Hodges, Brooke Hodges, Linwood Van Horn 
10:30 a.m. – Karen Ganjon 
Element Bearers – 9:00 a.m. – Gavin & Braeden Palazzo 
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August Birthdays 
 

August 1 
   Kurland, Robert 
   Landy, Barbara 
   Vernon, Kyle 
 

August 2 
   Myers, James 
   Vogt, Helen 
 

August 3 
   Baker, Ian 
   Hadden, Earl 
   Harper, Tristan 
   Kramperth, Nathaniel 
   Leutner, Julia 
   Morrow, Linda 
   Rutzebach, Andrea 
   Rutzebach, Lauren 
 

August 4 
   Crews, Sarah 
   Degitz, Doug 
   Ford, Rachel 
   Forman, Ben 
   Hertsch, Gary 
   Schuster, Kara 
   Shipley, Kayla 
   Simmen, Jamie 
   Simpkins, Allison 
 

August 5 
   Hood, Novella 
   Slagle, Amy 
 

August 6 
   Bare, Kathleen 
   Canon, Corina 
   Dorsey, Carol 
   Hoff, Nicholas 
   Meinecke, Gregory 
   Rasnake, Brittany 
 

August 7 
   Carter, Jeremiah 
   Daumant, Linda 
   Drumgoole, Sue 
 

August 8 
   Bowersox, Claire 
   Brynes, Patrick 
   Comegna, Bill 
   Dowling, Stacie 
   Moore, John 

August 9 
   Davis, Doug 
   Fieni, Danielle 
   Gardner, Marisa 
   Spreitzer, Acton 
 

August 10 
   Baker, Collin 
   Conaway, Aspen 
   Darby, Paul 
   DeCosmo, Lindsey 
   Steers, Amanda 
 

August 11 
   Arbaugh, Angela 
   Bair, Gloria 
   Gray, Rebecca 
   Holmes, Christopher 
   Meehan, Shane 
   Rosenberg, Lillian 
   Saint-Wyatt, Kali 
   Schaffer, Debbie 
   Sexton, Ryan 
   Stonesifer, Denise 
 

August 12 
   Connelly, Parker 
   Liebno, Dick 
   Suder, Joseph 
 

August 13 
   Hertsch, Joyce 
   Ludwig, Don 
   Schaeffer, Bobbye 
   Schubert, Jerome 
   Vadder, Michael 
 

August 14 
   Hegg, Alea 
   Johnson, Andrea 
 

August 15 
   Lawlor, Patricia 
   Nightingale, Darla 
   Norris, Michaelle 
   Plendl, Taryn 
   Rhodes, Lucas 
 

August 16 
   Bankard, Amy 
   Gretz, Joanne 
   Meyers, Jennifer 
   Roth, Jennifer 

August 17 
   Charnley, Theodore 
   Johnson, Bryan 
 

August 18 
   Bowersox, Maddison 
   Gillispie, Howard 
 

August 19 
   Bankard, Jackson 
   Brown, Charles 
   Cooper, Jack 
   Hebden, Zachary 
   Snyder, Thomas 
   Stoner, Karen 
   Zaranski, Taylor 
 

August 20 
   Blomster, Erik 
   Green, Amanda 
   Hoff, Gabriel 
   Shrader, Michelle 
   Steinberg, William 
 

August 21 
   James, Catherine 
   Wildesen, Justin 
 

August 22 
   Cassil, Jamie 
   Martin, Grace 
   Willet, Jesse 
 

August 23 
   Crowl, Maddie 
   Ford, Tom 
   Morelock, Jessica 
   Rogge, Joan 
   Schuchardt, Kasey 
   Tabatsko, Susan 
 

August 24 
   Crews, Benjamin 
   Czarnowsky, Tyler 
   Duncan, Rose 
   Smith, Jordan 
   Utz, Dorothy 

August 25 
   Carbaugh, Jennifer 
   Hall, Mary 
   Marcellino, Anna 
   Prunier, Victoria 
   Sick, Michele 
   Simpson, Taylor 
   Smith, Alexander 
 

August 26 
   Eckenrode, Mike 
   Gretz, Connor 
   Palazzo, Braeden 
   Wisner, Doris 
 

August 27 
   Aasen, Yvonne 
   Brennan, Katie 
   DeGreif, Kevin 
   Dowling, Greg 
   Vadder, Henry 
   Winterstein, Jeanne 
   Yingling, Genny 
 

August 28 
   Bair, Peggy 
   Tyler, Ricky 
   Wimmer, Garrett 
 

August 29 
   Huffman, Norman 
   Hypes, Tasha 
   Lightner, James 
   Slagle, Jay 
 

August 30 
   McGrath, Frank 
   Urban, Amanda 
 

August 31 
   Gladden, Allison 
   Myers, Michael 
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Please remember in your prayers…  
Names will remain on the Continuing Prayer List for four weeks unless otherwise requested. Names 
will then be removed unless another request is made.  Please contact Dawn Stem in the church office 
(410-848-7020) with any prayer requests or email dstem@gracelc.org.  
 

Those who are serving our country:  Marshall Brown, Captain Ryan Chaney, PFC Tyler Czarnowsky, Chris St. Germain, Steve 
Haines, Christopher Hutchins, Nathan Karlson, Adam Miller, Leah Miller, Steven P. Miller, Jr., Paul Roberts, Joel Whitson, and 
all those individuals serving in our military 
 

Those in Convalescent, Nursing or Rehab Centers:  Sarah Barnes, Elinor Causey, Nancy Garrett, Donald and Nancy Michael, 
Alice Midttun, Ilona Ries, Lillian Rosenberg, Ruth Senseney, Barbara Serghini, Ellen Terry, Charlotte Waltz, and Dottie Whitson 
 

Continuing Prayers:  Charles Adams, Kelly Adams, Thelma Adams, Irene Bailey, Gladys Bauerline, The Bellgrau Family, Terri 
Bowers, Brian Bowersox, Peter Boyce, Lou Chappel, Dorien Cole, Rocky and Bonnie Davis, Tom Dowling, Scott Eberts, Peggy 
Fogle, Bill Fourhman, Family of Barbara Gordon, Heather Grim & Family, Dick Haines, Gordon Jenkins, Victoria Keene, Philip 
Kirk, Sandy and Walter Long, Don Ludwig, Dail Pease, Gayle Pickhardt, Sandy Reilly, The St. Cross Family, Michael Williams and 
Jessica Young 
 

Global Ministry Partners:  Pastors Eric and Wendolyn Trozzo serving in Malaysia, and The Lutheran Church, Paide, Estonia. 
 

Also please pray for our pastors, the members of the Church Council, the staff and all of God’s children at Grace Lutheran 
Church. 
 

  If you or someone you know is going into the hospital please call the church office as soon as possible. NOTE:
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SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

5:00 pm – Saturday in the Sanctuary 
7:45 am – Sunday in the Sanctuary 
9:00 am – Sunday in Grace Hall 

10:30 am – Sunday in the Sanctuary 
 

No Christian Education Hour 
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